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ENQUIRY, Ge. 


MY LORD, 
HE N I gave my Voice for pla. 
cing you in the Ch-—r at out 
General Meeting, I little expected 
the Trouble of writing this Epiſtle. And, 
perhaps, if things had been ſuffer d to go 
on in their old way, that is, if the Com- 
miſſioners of i aggrievd Pariſhes had ſat 
down quietly under their Oppreſſions, and 
never ſtrove to remove a Part of their in- 
tolerable Burden from them, it is certain, 
there would not have appeared, prima fucie, 
any Grounds of Complaint. And even 
now, had your L——p put the laſt hand 
to our Proceedings, the whole Affair might 

B 2 have 


Which you inherit, as not to leave ſo much 28 


4 
f 
i 
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have ſubſided till the next Year called upon 
us to attend 22. in the ſame Capacity. 


But as things ace circumſtanced, I ſhalt 
ever deſpair of ſeeing you in the Ch——r 


again, or even at the Meeting. Your 1 
1 date ſay, has given over all Thoughts of 


meeting us again, or you would not have 


denied ſetting your Hand to the Minutes 


as Ch— n, when pteſſed to do it. This 
Refuſal of yours, is aſcribed to divers 
Cauſes; wher rein Cel Inter 
beat the firſt, place. But, my Lord, I, who 
have been long acquainted with your 
L ps Virtues, cannot attribute your Re- 
fuſal to any Motive of SeHAntereſt. You 
have given ſo many Proofs of your Public 
Spirit, your Hoſpitality, your 23 
and the long Train of Chriſtian Graces 


a Doubt remaining, that you would prefer 
your own. pri uate Intereſt to the public 
Good. On the contrary, yayr L-——p. was 
ever molt inclinable to Fe your Parſe 
to the Service of the Public, by generoutly 
ſub{cribing to the Loans that are annually 
opened for deftay ing the Expences of Go- 
vernment. And perhaps the Reduction of 
your Fortune may be owing to your too 
great Generoſity in ſubſcribing ſo largely, 


port 


is ſaid to 


and at ſo critical a Conjuncture, fox Sup- 


| 
[ 
* 
f: 
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[ 
* 
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port of the Wars in which we are 


ily engaged. Your ps Retufal there- 
foe cannot be placed to the Account of 


Self Intereſt. 


Others aſcribe it to a want of Reſolu- 
tion; ſome to one thing, and ſame to an- 


other; but let what will be the Cauſe, it 


muſt center in this. That a Man, who 


wants Reſolution, or who is fearful ro put 


any Queſtion of Conſequence, under a Pre- 
tence that it may be illegal, or who leans 
too much towards his Friends on one fide 
of the Ch—r, or who having done all, is 
ſo terrified at his own Proceedings, that he 
dreads to ſign them; and yet is weak e- 
nough to give another leave to ſign them 
for him, is to the full as unfit for a Ch—n, 
as a Man who openly declares, that Self- 
Intereſt is his governing Principle, and 
ſhall be the Standard of all his Actions. 


I believe, your L—p is ſufficiently con- 
vinced, that the Failings I have recounted, 
for I chooſe to call them by ſo ſoft a Name, 
are every one of them Diſqualifications for 
a Ch--n. And therefore I ſhall not ani- 
madvert further upon them. But it may be 
proper to explain myſelf a little, as to my 
aſſerting it to be a Weakneſs in a Ch—n. 
of any Meeting that concerns the Public, 

binn after 


. 

after he has refuſed ſetting his Hand to the 
Minutes of the Day, to give leave to ano- 
ther to ſign them for him. It is, my L—d, 
a manifeſt Weakneſs, becauſe the Ch—n, 
by granting that Leaye, teſtifies a ſort of 
Approbation 'of thoſe Proccedings, and ac- 
knowledges the Legality of them; for if 
he thought them entirely illegal, that the 
Queſtions were not equitable, and the Ma- 
jority fraudulently obtain d, it would, in 
ſuch a caſe, be downright Ideotiſim for a 
Ch—n to ft ign the Minutes himſelf, or to 
transfer his Right of igning them to e. |; 
ther. y Lo. 

Does not your — remember what 
befel Sir Jom Eyles, one of the South Sea 
Directors, in 1720, who did the ſame 
thing you have now done; although your 
Caſe and his are not ſtrictly parallel, be- 
cauſe you refuſed ſigning to Proceedings 
that were legal ; but the other refuſed it, 
becauſe he was convinced they were illegal. 
Vet he thought by giving leave to another 
to ſign them for him, he ſhould flip his 
Neck out of the Collar, but was miſtaken: : 
for the Houſe of C—ns would admit of no 
ſuch Colluſion. They ſaw thro' the Eva- 
ſion, and thereupon ordered him to be 
brought to the Bar,. and reprimanded by 


* ti for his ſaid Offence. - I. 
mention 


47") 

mention this, not to add new Terrors to 
your Lp, but to convince you, that if 
any of the Proceedings were illegal, at the 
time you preſided in the Chr, your ap- 
pointing another to ſign the Minutes of 
thoſe Proceedings for you, cannot at all 
alleviate any Cenſure, which might, in ſuch 
"caſe, be put upon you. at 


Having clear'd up this Point, I fhall next 
proceed to ſnew, that the Proceedings at 
-our General Meetings were not only legal, 
but conſonant-to the Maxims of Juſtice and 
Equity. And herein I muſt beg leave to 
quote ſome Claufes in the Act paſled this 
laſt Seſſion, -for granting an Ard to his 
Majeſty by a Land Tax, to be raiſed in 
Great Britain for the Service of the Tear 


* 


Xl . 
* - : 
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I chooſe to begin with page 7, wherein 
our Proportion is aſcertained by the Act 
as follows, vis. For the City of Met. 
©. minſter, and Liberties thereof, and Of. 
©. fices executed in Weſtminfter-Hall, the 
Sum of 63, 092 J. 15. 5 d. Thus the City 
and Liberty of Meſtminſter, including the 
Offices, is made one Diviſion diſtinct from 
the County of Mzddleſex, and not a Sub- 
diviſion, as ſome ridiculouſly imagine. For 

the next Paragraph aſſeſſes the County as 
n follows, 


follow 2 * For the. reſt of the C 


the ſeveral Jlans of Court have ſeparate 


(81) 


of Middleſex, the Sum of 10%, 602 l. 13 5. 
7d. In like manner the Palaces of Hhite- 
Ball and St. Fames's are aſſeſſed diſtinct, 


the Sum of 30,7544. 6-5, 34. The City 


of Londa has alſo. a diſtin Quora, and 


Quota's to raiſe for the Service of his Ma- 
zeſty. I am the more particular, as we 
have ſeveral amongſt us, who will neither 
give themſelves the trouble to conſider the 
Land Tax Act as they ought, nor will be 
PLAN by whoſe who have. 


1 think, er 1 that 
the Quora's affixed by the Act on the ſeve- 
ral Hundreds and Diviſions, muſt abſolutely 
be raiſed for the Service of his Majeſty, 
and that the Commiſſioners have no Ay- 
thority to alter thoſe Quota's, nor can they 
be alter d. but by Conſent of Parliament. 
And conſequentiy the Sum of 63,924 
15. 54. affixed on our Diviſion, namciy, for 
the City of Meſiminſter and Liberticy there · 
of, and Offices executed in Miſiminſter 
Hall, is the full Sum to be raiſed within the 
faid City and Liberty, and which muſt he 
raiſed without Appeal. But, my L-. 
you do not find any Sum affixed on the 
ſeveral Pariſhes in this Act. The Patliar 


ment have leſt that to be ſettled hy the 
Com- 


Py 


69 


Commiſſioners, with as much Equality 
and Indifference as is poſſible, by a Pound- 
Rate. The Clauſe is as follows, pag. 13. 
And to the end the full and entire Sum 
by this Act charged upon the ſeverat 
Counties, Cities, Boroughs, Towns and 
Places reſpectively of England, Wales, 
and Berwick, as afoꝛeſaid, may be fully 
* and completely raiſed and paid to his 
* Majcſty's Uſe; be it further enacted by 
the Authority aforeſaid, That all and 
© every Manors, Meſſuages, Lands, &c. &c. 
* ſhall be charged with as much Equality 
© and [ndifference as is poſſible, by a Pound- 
Rate, for or towards the ſaid ſeveral and 
* reſpetive Sums by this Act ſet or im- 
poſed, or intended to be ſet or impoſed, 
for and upon all and every ſuch Coun- 
ties, Cities, Boroughs, Towns, or other 
Places hereby charged therewith, as a- 
fore ſaid, &c? 


Your L-—p will obſerve the Words, 
as aforeſaid, for they imply a Reference 
to the ſeveral Sums contained in the firſt 
eleven Pages of the Act, and conſequently 
cannot any ways affect the Sums ſettled on 
the Sub diviſions, becauſe the Sub diviſions 
are ſettled by the. Commiſſioners; whereas 
the Hundreds and Diviſions arc ſettled by 
Parliament. 


B Page 
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. * 
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Nu Hoi 2B £1217 nine } 
Paze31. of this Act appointed the C 

miſſioners to meet on or before the. 1 $th 
of April 1545, and aſterwards in like 
manner, as often as it ſhall! be neteſfary, 
for putting fo much of this · Act in Rxecu- 
SI tion as is hereby committed to theit Care 
and Charge 3. and the faid Commiſſioners, 


or ſo many of them as ſhall be preſent at 


ſuch general Meeting or Meetings, or the 
* major Part of them, are hereby autho- 
*rized and required to put ſo much, as 
©. aforeſaid, of this preſent Act in Execu- 
tion, and ſhall aſcertain and ſet down in 
Writing the ſeveral Proportions,, which * 
+ ought to be charged upon every Hundred, 
* Lathe, Wapentake, Rape, Ward, or o- 
+ ther - Diviſion reſpeQively within Eng- 


land, Wales, and Berwick-uporr Tweed, 
for and towards the raiſing and makin 


* up the whole Sum before by this A 

charged upon the whole County, City, 
Cc. by charging in proportion to the 
© Sums which were aſſeſſed on the fame 


Hundreds or Diviſions reſpectively, by 
Act of Parliament made and paſſed in the 


Itch of King William and Queen Mary, 
&c. And ſhall alſo, if they ſee Cauſe, 


© tubdivide, and diſtribute themſelves, and 
the cther Commiſſioners not then pre- 
{ ſent into leſs Numbers, c. as may beſt 


* conduce 


(it ) 

conduce to the carrying on his Majelty' 

$' Serviees e required, Ge. 

MY? 
New. my =. by the above Chaot 
it is a A1 5 that the Commiſſioners are 
not tied down to one General Meeting fot 
each {Hundred ' or ' Diviſion, but that they 
are — avnd to meet afterwards in like 
mamer, us often us it Hall be neceſſary 
Dr putting the Aft in Execution. Not 
1 the manner of their Proceedings pointed 
dut othetwiſe, than by directing the Com- 
miſſioners at ſuch General Meetings to aſ< 
tert uin and. ſet down in Writing the ſgve- 
— Proportions which- ought to . ee : 
"Spy Hundred, &. for and 

ie the raiſing and making up the hot 
Cum before charged upon rhe «whole Conn 
fp, City, &c: meaning for the City and 
Liberty of Zeftmin/ter and- Offices, the 
Sum aſſeſſed upon that Diviſion in pag. 7. 
of this Act. Whereby the Intention of the 
Legiſlature is plain, that provided the Sum 
of 63,092 J. 1s. 54.” be raiſed in that Divi- 
fion; and paid, as directed by the Act, to 
His Mijeſty's Receiyer-General, the Com: 
mons of Great Britain, by whoſe Autho- 
rity, this Tax is annually le vied, will not in- 
quire in what manner it be raiſed, unleſs a 
Complaint came regularly before that Ho- 
| woe Houſe, chat the Sum was raiſed in 
i B 2 very 
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very uncqual Proportions, whereby great 
Numbers of his Majeſty's Subjects were 
grievouſly oppreſſed, whilſt the Load fat ſo 
lightly upon the Shoulders of others, that 
they could A feel it. The former, 
my L—d, was our Caſe, and therefore we 
reſolved to caſe ourſi elves of this Oppreſ- 
ſion, by laying Part of our heavy Burthens 
upon two Pariſhes ; . which, from barren 
Fields and unoccupied Lands, are now become 
more opulent than any two Pariſhes in the 
Kingdom of Great Britain. We there- 
upon conſulted the Act more narrowly than 
heretofore, and found the Remedy in our 
own Hands. We ſaw the Intention of the 

giſlature was, that we were to aſcertain 
and ſet down in Writing the ſeveral Pro. 
portions which ought to be charged; and 
that this was to be done with as much E- 


uality and I. ie as poſh 9. a 
2 Rate. 


I know: your 4 to be very diffdent 
in conſtruing Acts of Patliament; you have 
more than once declared, that as you had 
not been brought up to the Law, you 
were very ſcrupulous in giving your Opi- 
nion. I could make the ſame Plea as your 
I. p, that I was never brought up to the 
Law. Vet will. be bold to ſay, that as I 
am (thank God) endued with a moderate 

Share 
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Share of Common Senſe; I think I am ca- 
pable of interpreting an Engliſb Act of 
Parliament when 1. read it, eſpecially a 
Land- Tax Af, which is ſo full of Equity, 
that eſual, juſt and reaſonable Proportions, 
are in a manner. echoed. throughout the 
Act, and the hole . — to > che meaneſt 
Capacity. 


An Ad of ſo 1 a Concern as this, 
wherein many Thouſands of Perſons are 
empower d annually to carry it into Exe- 
cution, cannot be ſuppoſed to be ſo full 
of Ambiguity, as to require Gentlemen to 
run to Lawyers at every turn, in order 40 
get it explained. I fear, if this was to be 
the Caſe, the raiſing of Supplies by this Act, 
would be greatly retarded, perhaps to the. 
nnn of the common Cauſe. 


We 1 thought proper to 
rely upon our own judgments. It was ICPrC- 
ſented to your L——þp, that one Pariſh: in 
particular (the oldeſtin the Liberty)annually 
raiſed 45. in the Pound, beſides a Re aſſeſſ- 
ment of 12 d. in the Pound, and had done ſo 
for four or five Years paſt, and yet is Two 
Thouſand Five Hundred Pounds in Debt; 
which was likely to have continued in that 
State for ſeveral Years to come, without an 
Eaſcment. from other Pariſhes, that could 


better 


3 

better afford to bear the Burthen. This 
your . p ſeemed aſtoniſhed at, yet you 
generouſly beſtowed your annual Pity up- 
on that Pariſn, and would (according to 
cuſtom) have perſuaded the Commiſſioners 
who inſiſted upon being cas'd, that it was 
out of the power of a General Meeting to 
make any Altcration in the Quotas. 


| Luckily for them, the Commiſſioners of 
three other Pariſhes, who found themſelves 
aggrieved hkewife, thought this a proper 
Opportunity to redreſs themſelves and their 
Nei ghbours, and to lay a Part of the Bur- 
den upon thofe opulent Pariſhes, which 
from becoming opulent, by having Men 
of Fortune reſide in them, uſed to lord it 
over the reſt of their Neighbours. 
I ſhall paſs over the little Artifices made 
nſe'-of by ſeveral Great Men, to prevent 
our coming at the Proportions aſſeſſed ii 

each Pariſh, ſuch às denying the reſt of the 
Commiſſioners the Sight of their Books, 
and the Evidence of their Clerks under fri- 
volous Pretences, while thoſe of the op- 
preſſed Pariſhes were ready to be examined 
on Oath. Yet J cannot paſs over in ſilence 
the honeſt Declaration of thoſe Gentlemen 
at the ſame time, that we had Fuſtice vn our 
fide, and ought to be relieved ; but this 
8 22 | g Was 
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was. accompanied with a Pretence, That 
the Ali gave us na power to alter the 
Quata c, &c. Surely, my L—d, if we 
have q uſtiee on our ſide, we have the Law 
on our ſide. But if Law and Joftice are dia- 
metrically oppoſite, as thoſe worthy Gen- 
tlemen ſeem to inſinuate in the Caſe under 
our Conſideration, I ſhould be glad to be 
informed; upon what Principles arc our 
Laws founded ? Are they not founded upon 
the Principles of Juſtice and Equity? E- 
very reaſonable Man will conclude they are. 
For when any Eaw deviates from Jultice, it 
ceaſes to be a Law, and becomes an Act of 
Oppreſſion, and as ſuch ought to be re- 
pealed. Vet, can any Man fay this is the 
Caſe of the Act now before us? Does not 
almoſt every Page repeat the Equality with 
which this Tax ought to be rais d? Is it not 
therefore highly prepoſterous for Commiſ- 
ſtoners, becauſe they are more wealthy than 
their oppreſſed Brethren, to inſiſt that the 
Law. is againſt them, and yet to allow the 
Juſtice of their Cauſe mn the very ſame 
Breath? | | 


By diligent — amongf thoſe Com-- 
miſſioners who. had Eſtates in the ſeveral 
Pariſhes within the Liberty, and Honeſty. 
cnough to declare the Proportions cach of 
n paid, altho' ſuch Diſcovery will, in all 
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(26) 
probability, affect ſome of their Eſtates, we 
found, That one Pariſh paid to the Land- 
Tax at aRack-Rent, 4. in the Pound and a 
Debt of 2500 J. incurred beſides; another 
Pariſh paid 3s. 8d. in the Pound; a third 
36. Gd. a fourth 35. 4d. a fifth 25. 8d. 
whilſt the other — improved Pariſhes paid 
at the rate of 1 f. 8 d. or 15. 10 d. Rack- 
Rent, even at this time, when the Land- 
Tax is fixed at 4s. in the Pound. Can any 
one call this a juſt Proportion! I for- 
bear to point out theſe two Pariſhes by 
Name, becauſe I would ſave ſome People 
of Note the Expence of bluſhing, if poſſible: 
The fole Aim of penning this Epiſtle being 
to ſet the miſguided Part of the World 
right in this Particular, that they may be 
convinced we have attempted nothing but 
what is ſtrictly juſtifiable z when this | is . 
Nr wr is anſwered. | 


But if your Ln p recollects one Cir- 
— ce muſt make you ſmile, That 
one of theſe. two Pariſhes,, which, at a 


| Rack-Rent can raiſe its Proportion to the 


Land Tax at 1 s. 10 d. in the Pound, is ne- 
vertheleſs 800 J. in Debt; while the other, 
in full as good a Condition, has had its Ne 


Affe ments. Are not all theſe Colluſions? 


Arc they not mere juggling Tricks to de- 


ceive the oppreſſed Pariſhes, by perſuading 
them 


* 


(437) 
them that they are unable to aſſiſt them in 
taking a greater Quota upon them: 

It was for ſometime pretended, that thete 
was no Precedent for altering the Quota's 
upon the ſeveral Pariſhes, that they were 
the ſame as were aſſeſſed in the 3d and 4th 
of Milliam and Mary, and that the alter- 
ing them now was going contrary to the 
Directions of the Act. But unhappily for 
thoſe Gentlemen, who broach'd this Doc- 
trine, by ſearching the Rememprancer's 
Office, we found that the Quota's now aſ- 
ſeſſed on each Pariſh were all (excepting 
two Pariſhes). more or leſs, different from 
what was aſſeſſed upon them in the 4th of | 
Willam and Mary. 

When they ſaw this Reſource fail them, 
they were at their Wit's End. One threat- 
end us with Mandammns's, Informations, 
&c. in the Kzng's-Bench, while another 
pretended. to dread giving Offence to the 
Legiſlature, and thereupon took occaſion 
to deſcant upon perſonal Courage, and in 
what it conſiſted. It muſt, my L—d, ap- 
pear a little odd to the World, that becauſe 
one Set of Men, Who have impoſed for 
Years together heavier Burdens upon their 
Neighbours, than themſelves have borne 3 
now they are likely to bear an Equality, 
ſhall take upon them to bully, inſult, 
threaten, and otherways to intimidate thoſe 

„ who 


(18) 
who, tired with the Yoke, were deter- 
mined to ſhake it from them. 

As it is natural for a drowning Man to 
catch at every Twig to fave himſelf; fo 
theſe imperious Gentlemen harp'd very much 
upon a Clauſe in p. 31. before recited, vi. 
© by charging in 1 rep to the Sums 
<© which were aſſeſſed on the ſame Hun- 
© dreds or Diviſions by the Act 4th il. 
iam and Mary. And from thence would 
infinuarc, that each Pariſh is to raiſe the 
fame Sum it did in that Year. But, my 
L—, the whole City and Liberty is but 
one Diviſion, the Pariſhes are 8 
and conſequently not affected by that 
Clauſe. And as our Diviſion, that is, the 
whole Liberty, raiſes. the fame Sum it did 
in the 4th of Milliam and Mary, and we 
make no Attempt to alter it, that Clauſe is 
fully complicd with. 

If your Ip ſtill doubts what 1 ad- 
vance, and will inſiſt that every Pariſh is a 
diſtin&t Diviſion, and not a Subdiviſion, I 
ſhall quote you a Line ſubſequent to the 
above. And ſhall al ſo, if they ſee Cauſe, 
* ſubdivide and diſtribute themſelves into 
© leſs Numbers.“ Now is it not notorious, 
that at our annual General Mectings, we 
ſubdivide ourſelves into our ſeveral Pariſhes, 
and when we are thus ſubdivided, can each 
Pariſh go under any other Denomination 
than that of a Subdiviſion ? 
| I 
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I ſhall take the liberty to recite another 


Clauſe in this Act, pag. 62,63. to illuſtrate 
the good Intentions of the Legiſlature, that 
the Land-Tax ſhall be raiſed with all the 
Equality poſlible. 
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Provided always, That if any Perfon 
or Perſons, who ſhall be charged or aft- 
ſeſſed by this Act to or with a Pound- 
Rate upon his, her, or their Manors, 
Lands, Tenements, Hereditaments, or 
other the Premiſes, ſhall upon Complaint 
made to the Commiſſioners, in ſuch man- 
ner, and at ſuch times, as are herein di- 
rected in Caſes of Appeals, by Proof up- 
on Oath, that ſuch Aſſeſſment doth ex- 
ceed the equal Pound-Rate, that ought to 
be charged on him, her, or them; in 
ſuch caſe, upon every ſuch Proof, the 
ſaid Commiſſioners, or the major Part 
of them preſent, as aforeſaid, are hereby 
impower'd to abate and leſfen the faid 
Aſſeſſments, ſo much as the ſame ſhall ex- 
ceed the equal Pound-Rate that ox247. to 
charged on him, her, or them, and ſhall 
cauſe the Money ſo abated ro be re. aſ- 
ſeſſed, ſurcharged, and Jevied in ſuch 
manner as they, or the major Part of 
them, in their Judgments and Diſcretions, 
ſhall judge moſt equal, juſt and reaſor- 
able, within the whole: Hundred, Lathe, 
Wapentake, or other Diviſion, where 


ſuch Overcharges do happen, although 
C 2 © the 
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the Pound - Rate of 4 5. in the Pound be 
* thereby exceeded; or if any particular 
* Part or Parts of the ſame, or any Perſon 
* therein, ſhall appear to them to be un- 
5 dercharged, then the Money ſo abated 
* ſhall and may be raiſed upon ſuch particu- 
lar Part or Perſons ſo undercharged ; ſo that 
© the whole Sum payable to his Majeſty for 
* ſuch Hundred, Lathe, Wapentake, or o- 
ther Diviſion, ſhall be fully and duly an- 
© ſwered and paid, without being dimi- 
niſhed by W of ſuch particular Abatc- 
ment. 

Can any one who duly conſiders this 
Clauſe, make any doubt that it was the In- 
tention of the Legiſlature, that each Sub- 
diviſion throughout the whole Hundred ot 
Diviſion, ſhall pay according to equal Pro- 
portion, and that where the Pound-Rato 
appcarcd to be unequal, it was the Buſineſs 
of the Commiſſioners to regulate that 
Pound-Rate ? 

The Commiſſioners for this Liberty found 
their Rates very uncqual, and have alter'd 
them according to juſter Proportions, I 
with I could have given your L p the 
Honour of it. But you know when the 
laſt Queſtion was put for reſettling the 
Quotas upon more equal Proportions, 
your p declared yourſelf the only 
Negative pteſent. 


The 
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The Queſtion was indeed firſt put for con- 
tinuing the old Quota's ; but when the Ma- 
jority of Commiſſioners put a Negative 
upon that Queſtion, as in juſtice they ought 
ſo to do; the Minority thought proper 
to withdraw after a few warm Reflections, 
which the Diſappointment they met with 
forced from them; and your L——p was 
ſo complaiſant to ſee all your old Friends 
march off, according to their Requeſt, be- 
fore you put the ſecond Queſtion for affix- 
ing new Quota's. Which thereupon was car- 
ried Nemine Con. except your L 
And now, becauſe they withdrew be- 
fore the ſecond Queſtion was put, they 
cunningly give out, that they are not tied 
down by the Proceedings of that Day, and 
I am told (how true it is I will not aſſert) 
that your L——p is ſo wiſe as to believe 
it. Nay, that they have put your Imagina- 
tion upon the Rack, by telling you that you 
are liable to pay the Sum of 63,092 J. 1s. 
5 d. aſſeſſed upon the whole Diviſion if you 
ſign the Minutes of that Day's Proceedings. 
Are theſe Things ſo ? If they are, hide 
them for ſhame, You may indeed believe 
what they ſay ; but it is pretty evident they 
themſelves know better. 

How, in the name of Wonder, can you 
be ſaddled with the whole Sum? Do you 
imagine, that the whole Liberty would 
come to a Reſolution not to raiſe one 
| ſingle 
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ſingle Farthing, in order to fix all upon 
your L——p? A moft ridiculous Suppo- 
fition. At the worſt, your L——p could 
but have made good the 7357 l. raiſed up- 


on the two Pariſhes, who refuſed to aceept 
of that additional Quora. 

But can you, who have ſat ſo many 
Years in P———t, be at a loſs to know 
this, that in all public Corporations, Socie- 
ties, Committees, &c. the Act of the Ma- 
jority is the Act of the whole; and can we, 
who have done nothing more than Juſtice, 
be ſaid to have acted illegally ? | 
I, on the contrary, your Lordſhip's 
Friends had carried a Majority againſt us, 
we could have had no Redreſs but by A 
e ro Parliament. We muſt have 
ubmitted to that Majority. 

It has been ſaid with a good deal of Spleen, 
that the Regulation of theſe Quota's was 
ſet on foot by two Perſons, who had no 
Eſtates in the Liberty, and that they were 
back'd by others of as little Property ; from 
whence they would infer, that a Qualifica- 
tion was neceſſary for Cities and Boroughs, 
as well as for Counties, in order to keep 
0 of no Property out of the Commil- 
ion 

' My L—d, what do theſe Reflections 
tend to prove ? Why truly, that the Landed 
Commiſſioners are for the moſt part grown 


fo mercenary, and have ſo little Regard to 
Juſtice 
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Juſtice and common Honeſty, as to ſtand in 
need of a 'Counter-ballance of Commiſ- 
fioners, who have no Eſtate in Land to 
keep them honeſt. 

For, my L—d, it cannot be denied, but 
that Perſons of large Properties have greater 
Temptations to be partial in the Land-Tax, 
than thoſe who have none. And the larger 
their Eſtates may be in that Diviſion, where 
they act as Commiſſioners, in my humble 
Opinion, ſo much the more unfit are they 
to execute that Truſt. Inſtead of a Quali- 
fication for Commiſſioners to act, it would 
be better to have this Regulation, That no 
Perſon who has any Eſtate within the 
Diviſion where he reſides, ſhall have a 
Vote at the Board of Land-Tax. This 
would prevent many Partialities in the le- 
vying of the Tax ; it would not then be 
worth any Gentleman's While, if he was 
influenced by no other Motive than to caſc 
his own Eſtate in that Diviſion, ro covet 
getting into the Commiſſion. But this 
only by the bye. 

The Aſſertion, that none but Men of no 
Property engaged in this Regulation, your 
L——p knows to be falſe. You was an 
Eye· witneſs of ſeveral who bravely exerted 
themſelves 1 in this equitable Caufe. I could 

int out ſome well know to your I.— p, 
who had greater Properties in thoſe two 
Pariſhes which they 8 to raiſe, than 

in 
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in the Pariſh where they reſided. Nay, one in 
rticular, who had no other Eſtate in the 
whole Liberty but in thoſe two Pariſhes, 
which he zealouſly exerted himſelf to raiſe. 
So your L——p will perceive, that there 
are ſome Men of Virtue and Public Spirit 
amongſt us, who prefer the Pablic Good 
to their own private Intereſt, But to return, 
Did not the Landed Men in the Upper 
Liberties ſummon their Friends by circular 
Letters to attend at the General Meeting, 
ſignifying that their Properties and their 
All were at ſtake? Did not they come 
down in Numbers, preferring their Pre- 
ſence at the General Meeting of Commiſ- 
ſioners, to that in St. S/——#'s Chapel? 
Did not they threaten ſuch as voted againſt 
them, and demand a Liſt of the Pros and 
Cons, and by ſuch an unprecedented Beha- 
vior, did not they intimidate ſeveral ho- 
neſt Men from voting as they intended, 
who rather choſe to abſent themſelves chan 
to incur their Diſpleaſure ? 

But, my L—d, as I abhor a mean Servi: 
lity, and ever ſhall while I have the Hap- 
pineſs to breathe in a Country, which 
boaſts of her Freedom, I was determined to 
join my Brethren in ſtemming the Torrent 
of Arbitrary Power; for I can call it no- 
thing leſs, when Threats were made uſe 
of, and we were told we ſhould have a pub- 


lic Mark (et upon us for doing no more than 
our 
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our Duty, and which the Act itſelf repeat- 
edly calls upon us to perform. 

A good Name, my J. —4, is better than 
Riches, which every honeſt Man will prize, 
more than all your L——p's Poſſeſſions. 
It is a pleaſing Satisfaction to me and to the 
reſt of my Fellow-Labourers, that we have 
done nothing but what is agrecable to rhe 
Principles of Juſtice and Equity, and what 
the very Act we were appointed to execute 
demanded of us. | 

Whether the Quota's were regulated or 
not, could not at ail have affected me, and 
conſequently I was far from being bĩaſſed 
on one Side or the other. | \ 

But as Virtue is (ſaid to be) its own Re- 
ward, the inward Pleaſure I received in 
having contributed to carry this Point, is 
mnexpreſſible.. | 

It is, my L—d, a common Phraſe with 
me, that I am not born for myſelf alone. 
A Phraſe which was formerly better un- 
derſtood than at preſent. Bur, alas! in 
this degenerate Age, when the Leading 
Men of the N n in Public, are ob- 
ſerved to pay a greater Regard to Self. In- 
tereſt, than to the Public Good ; when we 
ſee them daily reverſing the good old Pro- 
verb that uſed to influence our Anceſtors, 
from Honeſty is the beſt Policy, to Policy 
is the beſt Honeſtly: When we ſee this, 
my L-, are we not in manifeſt Danger 

| D of 
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of the Contagion's preading itſelf duough- 


out the whole Land. 
The Beal my Load. . will always rs 
above themſelves, they will imyate their 
Superiors 3 and, according as they ſee their 
Behaviour, will they modify their w] n. 
If the major Part of our Nobility and 
Gentry are Men of Virtue and Public Spi- 
rit, who prefer the public Weal dere 
their own private Intereſt, the Pcople will 
imitate their noble and virtuous Examples, 
If, on the other hand, our Nobility and 
Gentry are for the moſt part degenerated 


into Luxury, and Corruption the ſure At 


tendant on Luxury, the People in proceſs 
of time will be the fame. They will learn 
the mercenary Temper of their SUPCTiOrs, 
in giving Se/f-Iatereſt the firſt Place in their 
Thoughts. For if the Fountain-Head be 


impure, the Streams flowing from it will 


te impure likewiſe. 
Jour L-——p will obſerve, I treat only 
upon Generals. 
To conclude : Whether your L——p 
ſigns the Minutes of the Proceedings of the 
Commiſſioners at their laſt General Mect- 
ing or not, is indifferent to me and to the 
reſt of my Brethren. | Your deſiſting from 
figning them cannot invalidate thole Pro- 
ceedings z they are ſtill the fame, and re- 
main in as full Force. For the Act does 
not dire, that a Chr is to be choſen 
| 8 
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at ſuch General Miveriios, who is to 0 gn 
the Buſineſs of the Day; although it 150 
been a Cuſtom ſo to do, for the better 
facilitating the Exct᷑ution of the Act, and 
for preventing Contufion, Which might 


 Otherways. happen for want of a Ch— n 


ro call to order. 

But your j is ſo ſenſible, that what 
was tranſacted at thoſe General Meetings, 
was done by a fair Majoriry, (although not 
altogether pleaſing to you) that you have 
given the Cl—k a power to ſign thoſe Mi- 
nutes for you, and by ſo doing, have made 
yourſelf as accountable (had any thing illo- 
gal been done there) as though you had 
cloſed them with your own Hand. 

In a word, Sz/f- Intereſt is not my 
Guide. If therefore! could be perſuaded 
that a Qualification was neceſſary for Cities, 
Botbughs, Cc. that in order to remove 
imaginary Ewvils, ſuch a Regulation would 
not create real Ones, no one ſhould be 
more forward in promoting a Petition to 
Parliament for ſuch a Qualification than my 
ſelf. But ſo long as a mercenary, ſelfiſn 
Spirit beſtridcs this Kingdom, I fear, tuch 
a Regulation would create new Jealouſies, 
Doubts and Fears, amongſt his Majeſty's 
Subjects, who might imagine that the 
Great Ones had made this Proviſion in or- 
der to ſereen themſelues, and to throw the 
Burden of the Tax upon the Commonaliy; 
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and whether theſe Tealouſies, theſe Doubts, 
theſe Fears, when ſummed up, will not 
amount to Diiſſatisfact ion, and whether 
that Diſſatisfaction, If properly fomented 
by French Emiſſaries here, may not be 
Ekindled into Diſafefton, I ſhall leave to 
your L-—p, and your Friends to conſider. 
Being with all Reſpect, | 


Tour L———p's 
Moſt Obedient, 


Humble Servant, 


A COMMISSIONER. 


POST- 
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EOET.SCRRTT 


I our laſt General Meeting, I ſaw one 
| or two Commiſſioners that were 
nominated for the County of Middleſex 
only (and not for the City and Liberty of 
Weſtminſter) who continued and voted a- 
mongſt us. One of them in particular was 
objected to as ſuch; but the Perſon who 
made that Objection not having a Second 
to back him, the Challenge went off. How- 
ever, as I think it highly improper to have 
the County-Men yearly poured in upon us, 
which will infallibly be attended with very 
bad Conſequences, I think it not amiſs to 
make that Objection here, where the Right 
may be more amply diſcuſſed than at a Gene- 
ral Meeting, that the reſt of my Brethren may 
have time to conſider it againſt next Year ; 
and make no doubt, but they will be ſo 
fully convinced of the Unreaſonableneſs of 
the Gounty Commiſſioners having a Vote 
amongſt us, that whoever is found ſo diſ- 
qualified at any future General-Meeting, 
may have the Law put in force againſt him. 
For the Conſtitutions of the County and 
Diviſion are quite different. The former 
requires every Commiſſioner to be ſeiz'd 


63 
and poſſeſſed of Lands, Tenements, or 


Hereditaments, whith were taxed, of aid 
pay in the ſame County or Riding, for the 
Value of One Hundred Pounds per Annuni 
or more, of his own Eſtate : Whereas the 
latter is, p. 65. © That no Perſon, who is 
: hereby appointyd to be a Comtiſſioner 
for executing this Act in any Part of Eng- 
land, Wales, or Berwick upon Tweed, 
* ſhall be diſabled from acting as 4 Com- 
miſſioner within any City, Borough, 
* Cinque Port, or Corporate Town only, 
for which he is particularly nominated 
* and appointed 1 Commiſſioner, and 
* whereof he Hall be an Inhabitant at the 
© Time of the Execution of this Act. How 
then can any Gentleman, who is not pat- 

ricutarly nominated and appointed 4 Com; 
mi ſſioner for the City and Libetty of West. 
minſier, and who is not an Inbabitani ot 
Reſident within that Eity and Libetty at 
the Time of his Voting, pretend to have a 
Vote at our General Meetings? The An- 
fwcr has been, nr; 63. enacts, That 
Commiſſtoners for the County at large may 
att for any City, &c. It does ſo; but ob- 
ſerve the Manner how, and Time when, 

the County Commiſſioners have that Li- 
berty given them. The Clauſe at large 
runs as follows. Provided nevertheleſs, 
© that in caſe there ſhall not be a ſufficient 


y * of Commiſſioners for any City, 
| * Borough, 
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Borough, Cinque Port, Town, ar Place 
* in England, Wales, or Berwick upon 
x —_ (for which by this Act Commit. 
ſioners axe particularly appointed) capable 
of acting according to the Qualifications 
required by this Act, for putting this Act 
in Execution 3 that in every ſuch Caſe, 
any of the ſaid Commiſſioners appointed 
for the County at large, within which 
fſuch City, Borough, Town, Cinque Port, 
or Place doth ſtand, or which is next ad- 
joining thereto, may act as Commiſſi- 
oners in the Execution of this Act, within 
* ſuch City, Borough, Town, Cinque Port, 
„ D | 
Another Clauſe, p. 31. they alſo quote 
to ſupport the Freedom they have taken of ® 
coming amongſt us, but which was not in- 
ſerted for their purpoſe, but for ſuch Com- 
miſhoners who. ſhould be qualified and no- 
minated for the County at large, that cheir 
being nominared and acting for any parti, 
cular Diviſion, ſuch as is the Liberty of M eſt- 
minſter, ſhould not diſqualify them from 
acting for the County. | 
The Clauſe (after reciting that the Com- 
miſſioners for every Hundred and Diviſion 
may ſubdivide themſelves into leſs Num- 
bers, Cc.) ends thus; Nevertheleſs not 
thereby to reſtrain the ſaid Commiſſioners, 
or any of them, from acting as Commiſ- 
ſioners in any other Part of the County 


* 
x 3 
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© or Place for which they are appointed.” 7 
Whereby it is plain, that there is a previous 
Stipulation, namely, that the Commiſſiongrs 
for the Liberty muft be appointed by the 
Act Commiſſioners for the County, before 
they can a@ in the County at large ; and 
alſo that the Commilſltoners for the County 
muſt be appointed, that is, nommated in the 
Act Commiſſioners for the Weflminſter 
Diviſion, before they can Act in that Di- 
viſion. 8 
Nay, nor have the latter a power to act 
oven then, unleſs they are Inhabitants at 
the Time of the Execution of this Act, 
except it be in a Caſe of Neceſſity, where a 
« Sfficient Number of Commiſſioners ſhall 
de wanting to put the Act in Execution. 
But as theſe Gentlemen can have no ſuch 
Plea to come to our General Meetings, 
where between two and three hundred 
Contmiſlioners uſually aſſemble, our Right 
to exclude the County-Gentlemen who are 
not Inhabitants within the Liberty is un- 
queſtionable; and therefore, it is hoped, 
for the Peace of this City and Liberty, that 
they will never more attempt to meet us. 


